
   

 

 
 
Liverpool Nurseries House   
137 Liverpool Road, Crosby, Liverpool, L23 5TE   

 

Inspection date 
Previous inspection date 

26/10/2012  
Not Applicable 

 

The quality and standards of the 
early years provision 

This inspection: 2   

Previous inspection: Not Applicable  

How well the early years provision meets the needs of the range of children who 
attend 

2 

The contribution of the early years provision to the well-being of children 2 

The effectiveness of the leadership and management of the early years provision 2 
 

The quality and standards of the early years provision 

 

This provision is good 

  
 Practitioners have a good understanding of how to promote the health and safety of 

the children in their care. The activities children take part in encourage a healthy and 
active lifestyle. The setting carefully assesses and minimises risks on the premises. 

  

 Children settle in quickly and form warm and responsive relationships with their key 
person. This ensures that children feel welcomed and secure. 

  

 Interesting and fun activities are provided that help children learn to cooperate and 
develop skills for the future. 

  

 Children and families who speak English as an additional language are well supported 
as information is offered in a variety of languages and practitioners learn basic words in 
each child's home language. 

  

   

It is not yet outstanding because 

 
 Not all observations made of children are detailed enough to explain what children are 

able to do and so are not fully effective in informing the next steps for learning. 
  

 Tracking children's development is embedded but there are minor inconsistencies 
between observations of what children can do and the assessment of their 
development. 

  

 Although, health professionals are involved in supporting individual children, not all 
suggestions they make to offer targeted support, are fully implemented. 
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Information about this inspection 

Inspections of registered early years provision are scheduled: 

 at least once in every inspection cycle. The current cycle ends on 31 July 2016 

 more frequently where Ofsted identifies a need to do so, for example where provision 
was previously judged as inadequate 

 brought forward in the inspection cycle where Ofsted has received information that 
suggests the provision may not be meeting the legal requirements of the Early Years 
Foundation Stage; or where assessment of the provision identifies a need for early 
inspection 

 prioritised for inspection where we have received information that the provision is not 
meeting the requirements of the Early Years Foundation Stage and which suggests 
children may not be safe 

 at the completion of an investigation into failure to comply with the requirements of the 
Early Years Foundation Stage. 

 
 
The provision is also registered on the voluntary and compulsory parts of the Childcare 
Register. This report includes a judgment about compliance with the requirements of that 
register. 
  
Inspection activities 

 
The inspector observed practice in each room and also in the garden and had 
discussions with practitioners.  

  

 The inspector talked to parents to gain their views of the setting  
  

 
The inspector had discussions with the manager and also jointly observed an activity 
with her  

  

 
The inspector tracked the development of three children and discussed their 
progress with the key person.  

  

 
The inspector had discussions with key people, such as, the special educational 
needs co-ordinator and the lead for behaviour management.  

  

  

Inspector  

Valerie Aspinall 
 

Full Report 

Information about the setting 

Liverpool Nurseries House is one of three settings run by Liverpool Nurseries Limited and 
was registered again in 2012. The nursery operates from 10 playrooms across three floors 
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in a large detached house in Crosby, Liverpool. All children share access to the soft 
playroom. There are full disabled access and facilities to the ground floor. The nursery 
primarily serves the local area. It is accessible to all children and there are two fully 
enclosed areas available for outdoor play. 
 
The nursery opens Monday to Friday, all year round. Sessions are from 7am to 6pm. The 
out of school provision also operates term time from 7am to 9am and from 3pm to 6pm. 
Children are able to attend for a variety of sessions. The nursery is registered on the Early 
Years Register and on both the compulsory and voluntary parts of the Childcare Register. 
There are currently 179 children attending who are within the Early Years Foundation 
Stage. The nursery also offers care to children aged over five years to 11 years. The 
nursery provides funded early education for three- and four-year-olds. It supports children 
with special educational needs and/or disabilities and those who have English  as an 
additional language. 
 
The nursery employs 29 staff to work with the children, including the manager; of whom, 
25 hold a relevant National Vocational Qualification to Level 2 or 3. Two staff have Early 
Years Professional Status. Additional staff are employed for food preparation, cleaning, 
gardening and administration. The nursery is a member of the National Day Nursery 
Association. 

   

What the setting needs to do to improve further  
  
 
 
  
 
 
To further improve the quality of the early years provision the provider should: 
  
 develop further the use of observations by evidencing in more detail what children 

can do and so become more effective in planning the next steps for learning 
  

  

 extend the support given to children with specific needs by implementing all the 
suggestions made by health professionals 
  

  

 ensure that the data collected from tracking children's progress clearly links to 
observations of what they can do. 
  

  

 Inspection judgements 

How well the early years provision meets the needs of the range of children 
who attend 

 
Children have the opportunity to play with a wide range of self-chosen resources indoors 
and in the garden. Practitioners are sensitive to children's needs and are able to support 
the learning of less confident children. For example, a practitioner notices a child standing 
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back from a group playing in the garden. She talks to the child gently and suggests they 
play together in the sand pit. She models filling a bucket with sand, giving a commentary, 
'I'm filling my bucket', then she turns the bucket over and says 'pat, pat, pat, one, two, 
three, I've made a sandcastle.' The child begins to copy her, building their own sandcastle. 
 
Opportunities for making marks are available indoors and outside, so children learn early 
writing skills. Children begin to make recognisable letter shapes and try to write their own 
name. Practitioners use routines, such as snack time to develop mathematics, for 
example, by asking 'how many plates do we need on this table?' When a child replies 'four' 
the practitioner says, 'let me check if you are right, one, two, three, four, yes, well done, 
you are right, we need four bowls', so reinforcing children's knowledge of number and 
their self-esteem. 
 
Practitioners support children's imagination and thinking by helping to develop their ideas. 
A child wants to devise their own game in the garden, so the practitioner asks them what 
they want to play. The child wants to use the quoits and the practitioner makes 
suggestions. The child lays the quoits in a row and proceeds to jump over each one in 
turn, other children cheer and clap and begin to take turns to play, building on their self-
esteem. 
 
Practitioners observe children regularly and plan for the next steps in their learning and 
they are developing appropriately, in relation to their starting points. However, not all 
practitioners accurately evidence what they know children are able to do, as some 
observations are too generalised. This means that the planning for individual children is 
less effective than it could be. Children's progress is tracked regularly but there are 
occasional inconsistencies in the information gathered. For example, a child is identified as 
knowing numbers from one to eight, yet development records suggest the child's 
language development is at an earlier stage. 
 
Children are progressing well, given their starting points. Occasionally, opportunities to 
offer targeted support are missed, as not all suggestions made by health professionals to 
support individual children are fully implemented. 
 
Partnerships with parents is effective. Parents comment about how friendly the staff are 
and how much their children enjoy spending time in the nursery. They attend regular 
parents evenings, where information about how children are developing is shared. Verbal 
information about children's care routines is shared daily and displays around the nursery 
show how the activities on offer link to learning in the Early Years Foundation Stage. 
 

The contribution of the early years provision to the well-being of children 

 
Children are relaxed and happy and play cooperatively together, enjoying each other's 
company. Practitioners have warm and responsive relationships with children and plan fun 
and interesting activities for them. Children have lots of opportunities to explore, indoors 
and outside. There are a wide variety of attractive resources to support children's 
development in all seven areas of learning. The garden is used to good effect. Children 
squeal with delight during a game where leaves are shaken about in a parachute, 
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excitedly collecting more leaves to throw. Practitioners give children commentary during 
play, such as, 'I'm going to throw my leaves, what colour are your leaves?' This supports 
children's language development. 
 
Children are encouraged to take appropriate risks and are shown how to play safely. For 
example, practitioners explain to children how they can climb down the new pirate ship 
climbing frame on their stomach, feeling for the small foot holds. Detailed risk 
assessments of all areas are carried out on a daily basis and several practitioners have 
current first aid certificates. Practitioners have a good understanding of safeguarding, key 
staff have up-to-date training and share new information with all practitioners. This 
ensures that children are kept safe while they play. 
 
Practitioners help babies to develop a healthy lifestyle by introducing fruit tasting 
activities. Older children grow carrots and then cut them up to make soup. Information 
about healthy eating is displayed for parents. Children have placemats for meals that show 
their photograph and any specific dietary needs. This ensures that children's individual 
needs are being met. Children develop age-appropriate independence in hand washing 
and toileting and are encouraged to help tidy up after meals. This means that children are 
developing skills for the future. 
 
New children are offered settling-in sessions. Parents complete an 'All about me' sheet, 
giving details of children's routines, likes and dislikes. This helps key people to get to know 
children quickly. Transitions between rooms are good. Practitioners consistently pass on 
up-to-date information about individual children, this helps them to feel secure. After 
school staff exchange information with teachers on a daily basis as children are collected. 
 
Festivals and celebrations form a variety of cultures are planned for, for example, children 
painted their hands during a recent celebration of the Muslim festival of Eid. Positive 
images around the nursery contribute to children learning to respect diverse cultures. 
Children who speak English as an additional language are well supported. Practitioners 
collate lists of useful words in each child's home language and use them effectively. 
Practitioners use visual support to good effect to support children's development of 
communication. For example, they wear key rings with small pictures of resources and key 
routines on, so children can point to what they want or need. 
 

The effectiveness of the leadership and management of the early years 
provision 

 
The manager has ensured that all practitioners have a good understanding of 
safeguarding. Good arrangements are in place to keep children safe, such as risk 
assessments, up-to-date Criminal Records Bureau checks, thorough recruitment and 
induction procedures and a closed circuit television monitoring system. Staff are deployed 
well, in order to ensure that children are kept safe and their needs are able to be met. 
 
Parental questionnaires and regular staff meetings ensure that the completed self-
evaluation form takes account of the views of parents and staff. There are action plans in 
place and the manager has a good understanding of the setting's strengths and areas for 
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improvement. For example, she understands that earlier identification of children who may 
have special educational needs and/or disabilities is an area for development. 
 
Staff performance is managed through annual appraisals and more frequent supervision 
meetings and a system of peer observations has recently been introduced. Room leaders 
have had the opportunity to attend leadership and management training and a planned 
training schedule shows when staff will update specific requirements, such as 
safeguarding and first aid. This ensures that practitioners are able to develop 
professionally and so better meet the needs of children. 
 
Systems to monitor individual children's progress are in place and there is a good 
understanding of how they learn. The management team have an overview of the 
educational programmes and an understanding of the progress groups of children are 
making to ensure that gaps in learning can be identified. There is a good understanding of 
planning and assessment and awareness of the need for these to accurately show 
children's skills, abilities and progress. Information about how children are developing is 
shared regularly with parents and schools ensuring effective partnerships, so as to meet 
the needs of individual children. 
   
   

The Childcare Register 

The requirements for the compulsory part of the Childcare Register are Met 

The requirements for the voluntary part of the Childcare Register are Met 

  
   
 
   

What inspection judgements mean 

Registered early years provision 

Grade Judgement Description 

Grade 1 Outstanding Outstanding provision is highly effective in meeting the needs 
of all children exceptionally well. This ensures that children are 
very well prepared for the next stage of their learning.  

Grade 2 Good Good provision is effective in delivering provision that meets 
the needs of all children well. This ensures children are ready 
for the next stage of their learning.  

Grade 3 Satisfactory Satisfactory provision is performing less well than expectations 
in one or more of the key areas. It requires improvement in 
order to be good.   

Grade 4 Inadequate Provision that is inadequate requires significant improvement 
and/or enforcement. The provision is failing to give children an 
acceptable standard of early years education and/or is not 
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meeting the safeguarding and welfare requirements of the 
Early Years Foundation Stage. It will be inspected again within 
12 months of the date of this inspection.  

Met  The provision has no children on roll. The inspection judgement 
is that the provider continues to meet the requirements for 
registration. 

Not Met  The provision has no children on roll. The inspection judgement 
is that the provider does not meet the requirements for 
registration.  

 

Inspection  
 

This inspection was carried out by Ofsted under Sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 
2006 on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register.  The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children’s learning, development and care, known as the Early 
Years Foundation Stage.  
 

 

 
Setting details 

Unique reference number EY445148 

Local authority Sefton 

Inspection number 798284 

Type of provision  

Registration category Childcare - Non-Domestic 

Age range of children 0 - 17 

Total number of places 219 

Number of children on roll 219 

Name of provider Liverpool Nurseries (House) Limited 

Date of previous inspection Not applicable 

Telephone number 01519313155 

 

Any complaints about the inspection or the report should be made following the procedures 
set out in the guidance ‘raising concerns and making complaints about Ofsted', which is 
available from Ofsted’s website: www.ofsted.gov.uk. If you would like Ofsted to send you a 
copy of the guidance, please telephone 0300 123 4234, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk. 

 

Type of provision 
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For the purposes of this inspection the following definitions apply: 
 
Full-time provision is that which operates for more than three hours.  These are usually 
known as nurseries, nursery schools and pre-schools and must deliver the Early Years 
Foundation Stage. They are registered on the Early Years Register and pay the higher fee 
for registration. 
 
Sessional provision operates for more than two hours but does not exceed three hours in 
any one day. These are usually known as pre-schools, kindergartens or nursery schools 
and must deliver the Early Years Foundation Stage. They are registered on the Early Years 
Register and pay the lower fee for registration. 
 
Childminders care for one or more children where individual children attend for a period of 
more than two hours in any one day. They operate from domestic premises that are 
usually their own home. They are registered on the Early Years Register and must deliver 
the Early Years Foundation Stage. 
 
Out of school provision may be sessional or full-time provision and is delivered before or 
after school and/or in the summer holidays. They are registered on the Early Years 
Register and must deliver the Early Years Foundation Stage. Where children receive their 
Early Years Foundation Stage in school these providers do not have to deliver the learning 
and development requirements in full but should complement the experiences children 
receive in school. 
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) regulates and inspects to 

achieve excellence in the care of children and young people, and in education and skills for learners of all 
ages. It regulates and inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 

Court Advisory Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher training, work-based learning and 
skills training, adult and community learning, and education and training in prisons and other secure 

establishments. It assesses council children’s services, and inspects services for looked after children, 

safeguarding and child protection. 
 

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print or Braille, 

please telephone 0300 123 4234, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk. 

You may copy all or parts of this document for non-commercial educational purposes, as long 

as you give details of the source and date of publication and do not alter the information in any 

way. 

To receive regular email alerts about new publications, including survey reports and school 

inspection reports, please visit our website and go to ‘Subscribe’. 

Piccadilly Gate 

Store St 
Manchester 

M1 2WD 

 

T: 0300 123 4234 

Textphone: 0161 618 8524 

E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk 

W: www.ofsted.gov.uk 
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