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SEN and Disability 

Local Offer: Early Years Settings  

Name of Setting: Kids Planet Preston  
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Accessibility and Inclusion  

 

What the setting provides: 
 
The Building 
 
The setting is contained within a three-storey converted farm house with two sets of stairs up to the pre-
school area and staff room/office area. It has high ceilings and contains several ‘small rooms’ as 
opposed to one large open space. There are steps up to the front door but a wheelchair access route 
via the Daisies room double doors. This entrance can be used to access the 2-3 year old area, 0-
14month area and 14month-2 years area. We currently have no wheelchair access to the pre-
school rooms due to the nature and layout of the building.  
 
There is one disabled parking space nearest the main building and this is clearly marked. There is also 
one accessible toilet on the ground floor and the ground floor toilet area containing the sinks is wide 
enough for wheelchairs users to navigate. The sinks/hand dryers and nappy disposable equipment are 
all at low level and accessible for wheelchair users. We do not have any personal washing facilities 
other than sinks. Each area has their own locked cabinet for the storage of medicines at a high level out 
of children’s reach. Signs are displayed around the setting to indicate the location of toilets, the main 
kitchen, fire exit routes etc. 
 
Although the 2-3 year old area on the ground floor is relatively open plan the main corridor and 
doorways into each specific area (including other age group areas, certain nappy changing areas & 
kitchen areas) are of standard door size. The doors to each room are solid fire doors and have either no 
viewing panes or only viewing panes at the top. The majority of these fire doors have to be kept closed 
and are heavy to operate. Wheelchair users would be able to effectively vacate the premises from the 
ground floor of the building in an emergency situation. 
  
We have a small area outdoors (4 mtr x 2mtr approx) which is undercover for the parking of 
prams/other required specialised equipment but we do not allow storage of car seats unless in 
exceptional circumstances due to limited space. There is no indoor storage for such equipment. 
 

The Setting 

 

What the setting provides: 
 
Kids Planet Preston is a full day care setting catering for children aged 3 months – 5 years old. Our 
current opening hours are between 07.30-18.00 for 48 weeks of the year (closing for two weeks over 
July/August for refurbishments & for up to a further two weeks over the Christmas period). From 2019 
we will be open 52 weeks of the year, excluding bank holidays.  
 
We are registered for 72 children per day, organised into four main age groups. Our Baby room caters 
for 6 babies aged 3 months to approx 13 months, our Tots Room caters for a maximum of 12 Tots aged 
14-months-24 months (approx), our Toddler Room caters for up to 22 children aged 2-3 years, and our 
Pre-school room which caters for up to 32 children aged 3-5 years. We do not operate a before/after 
school club at this setting.  
 
Each of the areas have their own room leader with the pre-school being led by a team of practitioners 
with early years degrees. There is a nursery manager, a named duty manager when the manager is off 
the premises, as well as a named person with responsibility for parental involvement/equality, 
safeguarding and a SENCO. The nursery manager has overall responsibility for every aspect of the 
setting with the duty managers taking the lead when the manager is not present at the setting.  
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There are various parent information boards containing a wide range of information (leaflets, 
newsletters, policies, training certificates, parent comments etc) and these are at varying heights 
dependent on their location. Policies, procedures and other documentation are currently only available 
in one format both online and hard copies.  
 
The rooms  
 
All our walls are cream with distinguishable display boards at varying heights. We prefer to create a 
calming, tranquil environment for our young children therefore we steer away from using bold bright 
colours on displays. The majority of the floors are carpeted with rugs and cushions to provide 
comfortable areas for rest and relaxation. Carpets are deep cleaned on a regular basis and 
rugs/cushions washed frequently. Each area contains a section of non-slip laminate for messy 
play/meal times. The baby unit (3-20 months) is the only area which contains its own kitchen area which 
is narrow and inaccessible to wheelchair users. The rest of the nursery is served by the main kitchen 
which due to its layout is also relatively inaccessible to wheelchair users. The majority of the furniture is 
freestanding and can be rearranged to make space for wheelchair access or specialist equipment. Due 
to its limited space we do not allow large specialist equipment into our baby room (3-20 months) or 
toddler room (20 months-2 years). We also cannot lift specialist equipment and/or children up the stairs 
so for this reason it would be impractical to allow children/adults with severe mobility restraints into the 
pre-school room. 
 
Babies (3 months – 14 months) 
 
This area can be accessed via a standard size doorway from the indoors or via double gates & internal 
double doors from the outside. It does have a fairly narrow conservatory which could be made 
accessible to a wheelchair user with some rearranging of furniture. The main room is open plan with as 
many resources as possible stored at child level containing both labels & images of what is in them. 
Surplus resources are stored in labelled boxes on shelves. Resources are often shared between this 
room and the 3 months- 14 month area. There are low level wooden tables and chairs along with ‘tuff 
trays’ to bring activities to floor/low level. We do also have a frame for these ‘tuff trays’ which increases 
their height where necessary. Natural light can enter via low level windows and stable door. 
 
‘Tots’ (14months -24 months) 
 
Entrance via standard size fire door with side access to the outdoors via a ramp (this access is via a 
standard size single door). There is an area of carpet/rugs and an area of non-slip vinyl flooring. The 
carpets and rugs are cleaned regularly. It is a very stimulating, sensory room with fairy lights, disco ball, 
a sensory wall and a black out blind for periods of sensory exploration. Natural light is in abundance 
when the blind is up. Soft, low level music is played of varying genres. Resources include treasure 
baskets of various resources, a low level book unit, and role play resources inc. a low level table. 
 
‘Toddlers’ (2-3 years) 
 
This is more open plan than the younger age group areas with each of the three main rooms linked by a 
wider archway. It is mostly carpeted with areas of non-slip vinyl for messy play/meal times. There are 
several low wooden tables with chairs, a low level sand/water table and child height storage units for 
independent access of resources. Resources are at low level/floor level, all storage boxes are clearly 
labelled with both words and images and all resources are organised into areas of continuous provision. 
Natural light can enter via a large window at the front/conservatory windows at the rear. A black out 
blind is fitted to the main window for periods of rest/sensory exploration. Although toys are appropriate 
for children aged 2+, other resources can and are often borrowed from the younger age groups where 
required. Children can access the outdoors via double doors leading from the conservatory.  
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‘Pre-school’ 3+ 
 
This replicates the 2-3 year old room but on a larger scale and the entrance to the three main rooms are 
via a standard size doorway with fire doors on each. The storage units are slightly higher so too are the 
water tray, tables and chairs for malleable/eating/other activities and also the role play units. Storage 
boxes for resources are labelled with words and images and organised into areas of continuous 
provision. Natural light can enter through the many upstairs windows which also have black out blinds 
for periods of rest/sensory stimulation. The majority of the pre-school room contains carpet but some 
areas are lined with non-slip vinyl for messy play/meal times. Carpets are deep cleaned annually and 
cushions washed regularly. All resources are suitable for children aged 3+. The 3+ is not suitable for 
wheelchair users or children/adults with severe mobility restraints given access is only via 
stairs therefore individuals need to demonstrate they can competently manage the stairs 
independently in case of emergency evacuation. 
 
The outdoors 
 
The babies/tots main outdoor area contains safety surfacing along with a toddling bridge, sensory 
planters, gazebo, crawl-in sand pit and pebble stream. Resources are stored in weatherproof crates 
labelled with words. Trikes and larger equipment are stored at the side of the garden when not in use. 
Where possible the doors to this play area are held open for free flow play and due to the width/ramps 
they can be entered/exited by crawling babies and toddlers. Wheelchair users/children walking with 
frames could access this area.  
 
The main outdoor areas for children aged 2-5 years consists of: safety surfacing providing a space to 
ride bikes, ball games, minibeast viewing area, mud kitchen; bark area containing an age appropriate 
climbing frame, see-saw, camping area, story tree and tyres; artificial grass containing a role play 
wooden train and carriages, bird feeder, willow hideaway, walk-in sand pit and planting area. Only the 
ground level area (1 out of a possible 3) would be suitable for access by wheelchair users. The 
remaining play areas are raised and only accessed via a narrow walkway.  
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Identification and Early Intervention  

 

What the setting provides 
 
Children’s progress is closely monitored in our setting. Each child has their own online learning journey 
which is password protected and all details stored in the main office. In addition to the observations, 
assessments and parent comments included on this USB device for each child we also compile a 
record of individual plans, tracking information, any targeting learning plans and information from our 
Co-hurt tracking. This information is then used to make Tracker support sheets which support and guide 
next steps in learning and support. Parents are made aware when they join the setting of the type of 
system we use to record, monitor and store information on each child.  
We have parent’s evenings twice throughout the year and we have the opportunity to discuss any 
aspect of their child’s learning and development when they drop off/collect their child. Additional 
appointments can be made outside of these times to discuss any issues in more depth and 
confidentially. If parents would like to arrange to meet with their child’s key person then the room leader 
will liaise with the appropriate member of staff in order to make arrangements for them to be released 
from the group at a mutually convenient time. 
 
When a child starts with us, their key person completes an initial observation covering all aspects of the 
Early Years Foundation Stage EYFS, we also ask parents to complete a parents baseline assessment. 
This helps identify if they are meeting the developmental milestones expected for their age or whether 
they are exceeding or not yet meeting these. The key person then monitors this at regular intervals e.g. 
two year check, transition into the pre-school room etc. These regular development checks form our 
‘co-hurt tracking analysis. We can keep a track of the areas children are either exceeding, not yet 
meeting or achieving as expected. This enables us to take appropriate action or interventions if 
required. We carry out a 2-3 year progress check which is a requirement of the EYFS and is done for all 
children in this age group. The EYFS requires us to report to parents on their child’s 2-3 year progress 
check; discussing and identifying strengths as well as concerns. Where the progress check suggest that 
a child may be experiencing some difficulties or delay in their development this is shared with parents 
and options/appropriate next steps are discussed. This may involve developing an SEN support plan 
where specific aims are developed with parents to support the child’s development. We may also seek 
parental consent to refer their child to a speech and language therapist for instance or make a ‘request 
for guidance’ which would see the area inclusion teacher coming into the setting to visit the child and 
offer their professional advice and support. This would all be done in close communication with parents 
and we would aim to agree upon the most effective approach for helping a child to reach their full 
potential.  
We use provision mapping to identify ways in which children can be supported. Included in this is wave 
1 – what we provide for all children, wave 2 – what we provide for children requiring that little bit more 
support and wave 3 – what we provide for children requiring more specialised/intensive early 
intervention. Our provision mapping is available to view in the setting.  
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Teaching and Learning Part 1 – Practitioners and Practice 

 

What the setting provides 
 
The setting works entirely within the framework of the EYFS and each of the rooms are equipped and 
resourced in accordance with the age phase and needs of the children within them. Practitioners use 
the statutory guidance for the EYFS to plan stimulating and appropriate enhanced provision and 
activities for all the children in their care. The EYFS contains three prime areas: communication and 
language, physical development & personal, social and emotional development and four specific areas: 
literacy, mathematics, understanding the world & expressive arts and design. The prime areas are a 
main focus throughout the 0-5 years that children are with us but there does become a much stronger 
emphasis on the four specific areas as they become more equipped with the skills in the prime areas.  
 
Practitioners differentiate the provision and activities in order to meet the needs of all children 
regardless of how significant these needs are providing it can be reasonably achieved given the 
equipment and resources available.  
 
All children have a named key person and it is their responsibility to liaise with parents on all aspects of 
their child’s life at nursery. This is not only to support healthy attachments between the child & 
practitioner but we also feel it is important for parents to develop a trusting relationship with one 
practitioner to help aid communication for the overall benefit of the child. We hold parent information 
evenings covering topics such as phonics and school readiness but also evenings to discuss their 
child’s progress with the key person including ways in which parents can help develop their child’s 
learning in the home environment. We have detailed parent information boards situated around the 
setting which details a vast range of information ranging from EYFS and OFSTED documentation to 
leaflets and posters on many different topics & issues. We only produce documentation in one format 
and language but quite often receive external information via Lancashire County Council which enables 
certain leaflets or documents to be displayed in various other languages or formats within the setting. 
 
Practitioners allow children to view their online learning journey and the children enjoy looking at these, 
discussing what they did and what they would perhaps like to do next. This works particularly well for 
visual learners or those with more limited communicative abilities or concentration. Practitioners can 
take these conversations and use them to plan ‘next steps’.  
We carry out annual children’s questionnaires to gain feedback on a range of issues from the child’s 
perspective e.g. what they like/dislike/favourite food/activities they do/what toys they would like nursery 
to have etc.  
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Teaching and Learning Part 2 - Provision & Resources  

 

What the setting provides 
 
Each age phase contains equipment and resources that are appropriate for their age group. Areas can 
share resources between themselves where appropriate providing they are always deemed suitable for 
a younger age group. Resources are only ever purchased from reputable early years suppliers and we 
aim for them to be as open-ended as possible to meet a range of needs & interests as children interact 
with them. We use reputable companies such as ‘Spacekraft’ to purchase resources specifically aimed 
at those with special educational needs or disability. We consider purchasing resources for a particular 
child’s additional need providing it can be suitably stored; there is funding available for larger, more 
expensive purchases and that it can be enjoyed by all the other children in our care. Where possible, 
resources that encourage a wide range of sensory exploration are purchased. We liaise with parents 
and external agencies to ensure resources are appropriate for the needs of the child. All practitioners 
are encouraged and supported to work with any given external agency and our SENCO will oversee 
this. We will aim to allocate sufficient time for the child’s key person to meet with parents/guardians or 
external agencies to discuss a child’s needs and provide staff cover in order for such meetings to take 
place.  
 
As a setting we do enjoy taking the children on outings whether this is a walk to the bank, estate agent, 
café, supermarket or further afield such as the farm or theatre. All children are invited to participate and 
we aim to ensure any place we intend on visiting is accessible and meets the needs of all children. We 
carry out risk assessments before we leave the setting for a trip. 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Staff Training 

 

What the setting provides 
 
The setting manager has many years experience working with children with special educational needs 
and disabilities. We have a highly qualified workforce with several holding early years degrees, BTEC 
national diplomas and NVQ levels 3 & 4. Full support is given to staff who wish to improve their 
qualifications and professional development. We are also keen for staff to undertake specialist training 
when courses become available locally. As many members of our team have been working in the early 
years sector for many years they have built up a wealth of knowledge, skills and experience of working 
with children with special educational needs or disabilities as well being aware of some of the 
challenges facing the families of these children 
 
 
All staff, students and volunteers are made explicitly aware of the importance of confidentiality and any 
sensitive issues are dealt with entirely on a ‘need to know’ basis.  
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Reviews 

What the setting provides 
 
Parents can speak to their child’s key person or room leader at any point either upon drop off, 
collection, via telephone or during one of our regular parents’ evenings. This is similar to a home link 
diary and parents/guardians are provided with individual log in details and password when their child 
first starts. Using this they can view all their children’s observations and assessments (including what 
‘age range’ their child appears to be working within in all seven areas). We will always make time for 
face-to-face contact with a parent/guardian to discuss any aspect of their child’s learning, development 
or additional needs.  
 
All our practitioners follow a comprehensive and robust observation, assessment and planning system 
which enable them to identify exactly how a child is progressing, which areas need developing and 
which need extending. This can be communicated with parents at parents’ evenings, in person upon 
drop off/collection or arranged at a mutually convenient time. We regularly hand out leaflets which aim 
to inform and support parents/guardians with ideas they can implement to help their child away from the 
setting environment and in particular, when children are due to leave nursery for school. We pride 
ourselves on forming a positive, effective relationship with all our parents and have implemented many 
different ways parents can communicate with us.  
 

Transitions 

 

What the setting provides 
 
All children need to undertake a minimum of three settling in sessions prior to their first day at nursery. 
This can, and is often extended if a child requires slightly more of these sessions to be able to start 
confidently. We work directly with parents if this is the case. The first of these sessions lasts around 45 
minutes where the child plays in the age group they will be starting in joined by their 
parent/guardian/grandparent or other close family member. It is during this period where the room 
leader will go through the ‘welcome pack’ and also provides the opportunity for a Q&A session. The 
second visit also lasts for 60 minutes but this time the parent/guardian is invited to leave the setting and 
allow the child time to not only adapt to their attachment figure being absent but also the time to 
develop a bond with the practitioners who will be caring for them. The third of these sessions lasts for 
approximately one hour 30min and within this time the child’s key person aims to build a positive 
relationship with the child prior to their first full session. Parents/guardians will always be provided with 
a summary of how their child has responded to their settling in sessions and this is where additional 
settling in sessions will be arranged should the key person or room leader feel it necessary.  
 
We have a transition procedure for when children move from one age group to the next or from our 
setting to primary school. Parents are initially informed of their child’s upcoming transition to the next 
area so they can discuss this with their child at home. The child will then begin a process of ‘room visits’ 
to the next age group alongside their current key person. The number of visits they receive is entirely 
dependent on each individual child and how they respond to the visits when they first begin. All 
transition periods are carried out in close communication with parents regardless of whether the child 
has additional needs and we work together to aid a smooth a transition as possible. Should a child be 
attending two or more settings we will make contact with the other settings and work collaboratively for 
the overall benefit of the child and their family.  
 
We operate an open door policy and invite parents/prospective parents to come into the setting at any 
time. Parents are welcome to call the nursery at any time to check in on their child or alternatively email, 
or contact us via social networking e.g ‘Facebook’.  
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Further Information  

 

What the setting provides 

 
For information regarding registration and availability you can speak to the Nursery Manager on 01772 
716005 or at preston.manager@kidsplanetdaynurseries.co.uk.  
 
You can view more information on our website at https://www.kidsplanetdaynurseries.co.uk/our-
nurseries/preston or by visiting our Facebook page. 
 
Your first point of contact on a daily basis within the nursery will be your child’s key person. We also 
operate an open door policy in which you can speak with your key person, the room leader or the 
Nursery Manager at any point should you have any concerns.  
 
Kirsty Powell is the nursery’s SENCO and is happy to help with any questions.  
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